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Help The Iowa International Center Celebrate the  
Positive Impact of International Iowans on September 27! 

 
The Iowa International Center invites you to join us for Passport to Prosperity the evening of  
September 27, 2014 at the Olmsted Center at Drake University. Passport to Prosperity  
recognizes the inspiring contributions of immigrants and refugees in Iowa’s cultural, business and 
social arenas. We look forward to announcing this year’s honorees in June. Please visit the Iowa 
International Center on Facebook for the latest updates on this year’s event!  

Iowa International Center Dialogue Series  
  

“Being in Iowa: A Thoughtful Look  
Into Iowa’s Diverse Population” 

Presented by Rob Dillard of Iowa Public Radio 

 

Tuesday, July 1 - Noon to 1 p.m. 
Des Moines Central Library, 1000 Grand Avenue 

 

Rob Dillard of Iowa Public Radio will share stories of his travels around Io-
wa to meet people who bring diversity to a state that doesn't receive much 
credit for its diverse population.  He'll also share excerpts from the Iowa 

Public Radio series "Being in Iowa."  

The Iowa International Center Dialogue Series, sponsored by DuPont Pioneer, is a monthly  
forum held the first Tuesday at the Des Moines Central Library, highlighting and 
explaining current international issues, offering perspective on current events 
and providing audience members the opportunity to ask questions and learn 
more. We thank DuPont Pioneer, Drake University, Des Moines Public Library 
and Greater Des Moines Partnership for their ongoing support of the series.   
Admission is free and attendees are encouraged to bring their lunch.  
Visit ww.iowainternationalcenter.org to watch and enjoy previous  
dialogues on YouTube.   



International Visitors To Engage on Matters of Media and Ethics,  
Agricultural Trade, Food Safety and Energy  
 
The Iowa International Center and the Sehgal Family International Visitors Center  
regularly welcome visitors from around the world through our International Visitor  
Leadership Program, in partnership with the U.S. Department of State.  Here's a 
glimpse of some dynamic programs taking place in our community in coming weeks: 

The Role of Media and Ethics in Public Service 
6 Professional Visitors from Haiti  - June 1-4, 2014 

Agricultural Trade and Food Safety 
1 Professional Visitor from Kosovo - June 17-21 
 
Energy Security for the 21st Century 
7 Professional Visitors from Pakistan  - June 17-20 
 
We extend our thanks to the many volunteers - including local business and community leaders and 
home hospitality hosts - who make it possible for us to engage these visitors in meaningful  
programs during their time in central Iowa.  

International Visitors "Strike Up" Great New Relationships In Iowa!  

A HUGE thank you to the Kiwanis Miracle League players, families, coaches and board members 

for hosting the Iowa International Center and for an inspiring and fun game on May 28 - and for  

inviting our international guests to join in the fun on the field with the players! This group of interna-

tional visitors joining in the fun are leaders in serving children with special needs in their home coun-

tries of Yemen, Iraq, United Arab Emirates, Jordan and Egypt. They were invited to Des Moines as 

part of our International Visitor Leadership Program, so they could meet with local teachers, admin-

istrators and families to learn and share best practices, experiences and build global relationships. 

Want to learn more about what International Visitor Leadership Program participants are  
doing in central Iowa?  Search hashtag #globaldsm on Facebook and Twitter, and follow the 
Iowa International Center on social media for updates!  



Where are they now?  
Catching Up With Passport to Prosperity Honorees  
 
Two of our past Passport to Prosperity honorees play key roles as  
advocates for immigrants and refugees in Iowa each and every day.   

Sandra Sanchez (pictured upper left) is a 2013 Passport to Prosperity  
honoree and is the Director of American Friends Service Committee's Iowa 
Immigrant Voice Program.  She works with immigrants in central Iowa to help 
build a sense of community so they will be able to participate in the political 
processes in their communities.   

Zeljka Krvavica (pictured lower left) is a 2010 Passport to Prosperity  
honoree and a specialist at the Iowa Bureau of Refugee Services, as well as 
one of the founders of the Iowa Interpreters and Translators Association and 
a former board member of the Iowa International Center. She works each 
day to create opportunities for refugees to Iowa to thrive and succeed. 

Look for an announcement of this year’s Passport to Prosperity  
honorees in June! 

Welcometoiowa.org - A Vital Online Resource in 64 Languages  

 
Each month in our Newsflash, we will feature a quick look at an area of our Welcometoiowa.org 
web site - a vital resource for non-English speakers who are new to Iowa.   

 
Pictured left is a screen shot of important information about 
thunderstorm safety on the site, which can be easily  
translated into Arabic  (as shown) or into more than 60 other 
languages. We have also included a link to the local Red 
Cross site on this page so visitors may seek additional  
helpful information.  Given the summer storm season, this 
information can be crucial for a new, non-English speaking 
Iowan unfamiliar with how to prepare and respond to severe 
weather. 
 
Welcometoiowa.org is a clearinghouse of information about 
housing, education, financial assistance and health care  
resources for immigrants and refugees, and is one of several 
free multilingual resources managed and offered by the Iowa 
International Center. Information posted on the site can be 
translated into 64 languages, for the benefit of non-English 
speakers in Iowa, as well as those who are assisting them. 
Through ongoing support from generous donors, the Iowa 
International Center can continue offering these online and 
program resources that welcome and help immigrants and 
refugees throughout the state of Iowa.  

http://www.welcometoiowa.org/
http://www.welcometoiowa.org/
http://www.welcometoiowa.org/


The Iowa International Center 
319 7th Street, Suite 200  Des Moines, IA 50309      
P: 515.282.8269     F: 515.282.0454 
 
For news, events and program updates,  
visit www.iowainternationalcenter.org 
 
For multi-lingual resources in 64 languages,  
visit www.Welcometoiowa.org 
 
Find us on Facebook: facebook.com/iowainternationalcenter 
Follow us on Twitter: @IAInternational 

Working to Rebuild a Comprehensive Network of Support for New Iowans 

Nearly every time the subject of immigrants and refugees in Iowa comes up, former Governor 
Robert D. Ray’s name is also mentioned.  Ray rises above politics as a leader who endeared  
himself to Iowans through many years of public service. His association with the resettlement of 
refugees from Southeast Asia was part of a healing process from a war that internally divided  
two nations – theirs and ours. As the Iowa International Center works to raise support for the  
Ray Resource Initiative, we honor he and Billie for their commitment to creating a richly diverse 
population in the heartland of America.   
 
By agreeing to be the focal point of this resource development effort , Governor and Mrs. Ray  
represent everything the Iowa International Center is trying to accomplish with today’s and  
tomorrow’s immigrants and refugees, as well as the promotion of cultural understanding and  
appreciation in our community.  
 
We invite you to join us in celebrating these new Iowans and rebuilding a network of resources 
and opportunities to assist them with a gift to the Ray Resource Initiative.  
 
Please contact Dr. Judith Conlin, Executive Director, at 515-282-8269, ext. 13, to learn  
how your gift of support for the Ray Resource Initiative will make a lasting impact and  
foster the growth and success of our newest Iowa neighbors.  

The Governor Robert and Billie Ray Resource Initiative  


