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Iowa International Center Announces 2014 Passport to Prosperity Honorees  

Des Moines, IA – The Iowa International Center has announced the recipients of the prestigious 

Passport to Prosperity Awards for 2014.  These four individuals will be recognized at the Iowa 

International Center’s Passport to Prosperity Gala and Awards celebration held September 27, 

2014 at Drake University in Des Moines, Iowa.  

Passport to Prosperity recognizes immigrants and refugees in Iowa who have made and 

continue to make Iowa a better place to live through their contributions to the economic, social 

and cultural fabric of our community.   

About the 2014 Passport to Prosperity Honorees 

Tej Dhawan is originally from India, and is Principal and Cofounder of 

Startup City in downtown Des Moines. His technical expertise, creativity 

and leadership created numerous valuable opportunities for technology 

entrepreneurs in central Iowa. He is also passionate about helping other 

immigrants experience a successful journey and is a committed voice for 

immigration reform.  He is an ambassador for the arts and technology 

through his work with the STEM Advisory Council and Ballet Des Moines, 

and helps to increase understanding of the Sikh religion in Iowa as part of the group that 

established the Sikh Gurudwara in Johnston, Iowa. 

Li Zhao Mandelbaum is originally from China, and is President of China 

Operations with China Iowa Group in West Des Moines, Iowa.  Her vision 

for an effective business relationship between Iowa and China has built 

cultural bridges with Chinese suppliers/buyers to further the 

understanding of US business and culture.  She actively advocates for 

greater cultural understanding through her volunteer work with the 
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World Food Prize, Chinese Association, Broadlawns Medical Center and numerous other 

community organizations. 

Aiddy Phomvisay is originally from Laos, and is the principal of 

Marshalltown High School in Marshalltown, Iowa.  During his time as an 

educator, he has used his personal experiences as a refugee to enrich the 

educational experience for students, while also promoting cultural 

understanding. His work with the “Not in Our Town” bullying prevention 

movement has created a greater sense of purpose among the students and 

citizens in Marshalltown.  He was recently named Secondary Principal of 

the Year by the School Administrators of Iowa (SAI).  He has also been a teacher in the West Des 

Moines and Ames School Districts, as well as at Drake University and Iowa State University. 

Claudia Schabel is originally from Brazil, and is the Organizational Vibrancy 

Champion at DuPont Pioneer in Johnston, Iowa.  In this role, she helped 

the company’s global team develop a cohesive Diversity and Inclusion 

program, and led the initiative to develop guidelines used by the 

company’s global resource groups.  She was also instrumental in the 

development of the Greater Des Moines Partnership’s ALIANZA Latino 

Business Association and is currently a mentor with the Latina Leadership 

in Des Moines. She is a recipient of the 2008 Forty Under 40 Business Record Award and the 

2010 Robert D. Ray Iowa Latino Ambassador Award. 

The Passport to Prosperity Gala and Awards event is scheduled for Saturday, September 27, 

2014. To reserve tickets or become an event sponsor, visit the Iowa International Center’s  

website at www.iowainternationalcenter.org, or email Executive Director Dr. Judith Conlin at 

jconlin@iowainternationalcenter.org. Event updates and complete information about Passport 

to Prosperity honorees will be posted on the Iowa International Center’s website and Facebook 

page in coming weeks. The Iowa International Center is the oldest and most established 

international agency to serve Iowans, and our mission is to build cultural respect at home and 

around the world one person at a time.  Additional information about the programs and 

services of the Iowa International Center may be found at www.iowainternationalcenter.org.   
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